
The story goes that while Edgar Hetteen was
away from his small machine shop that would
later become Polaris Industries, an employee fab-
ricated a snowmobile. Edgar was not impressed.
This machine and others they built were sold to
people who were forced to travel in the winter;
going out in the cold to play did not sound too
appealing at the time. Yet it did catch on.

Earlier yet, the first Eliason motor toboggan
was built by Carl Eliason. The small 1924 snow-
mobile displayed a front-mounted, liquid-cooled
2.5-horsepower outboard engine, slide rail track
guides, wooden cleats, rope-controlled steering
skis and two-up seating.

In 1958, Joseph-Armand Bombardier designed
the modern snowmobile. Bombardier, who is
considered the father of snowmobiling, began
commercial production and
marketing of the Ski-Doo
snowmobile in 1959.
Joseph-Armand   Bom-
bardier was the first person
to   successfu l ly   marke t
s n o w m o b i l e s .   H e   w a s
granted a Canadian patent
in 1960 and a U.S. patent in
1962 for his endless-track
vehicle, a.k.a. snowmobile. 

Between the years of 1927
and 1962, 13 patents were granted to inventors
for snow vehicles considered the predecessors to
the modern snowmobile.

So roll the clock forward and in the 1970s there
were more than 125 manufacturers producing
snowmobiles for the recreational user. Today we
have four that survived and are doing well, pro-
ducing high-quality products for the snowmobile
enthusiast.

In 1971 the Alberta Snowmobiler was formed
to unite snowmobilers in Alberta under one um-
brella group and have a united voice. Now, 40
years later, we are still at it. Mike Welykochy
was the first president of the ASA, and in talks
with him earlier this year it was interesting how
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Sled’NSnap.com launched
The ASA, Flaman Trailers

and the snowmobile associa-
tions in Saskatchewan and
Manitoba have launched a
new online photo contest.

Enter to win at
www.slednsnap.com.

2012 Go Snowmobiling
Take a Friend
Snowmobiling campaign

Want to earn $5,000 for your
club? ISMA (www.snow
mobile.org) is sponsoring a
contest to get your friends out
on the trails with you. Check
details at the ASA website.

similar their reasons for starting the ASA were to
what we are doing today. 

Mike was very impressed by all the programs
that we run for the snowmobile community and
was pleased to see where we have gone with his
“baby.” He did express sadness that we were still
fighting to keep trails open. This was a reminder
to us that since people and groups who want us
off of the landscape will never give up, we must
also never give up. Forty years of fighting for ac-
cess to riding areas and trails, and probably 40
more to go, but as our ASA trail system contin-
ues to grow every year we are winning. With the
ongoing efforts by our clubs, ASA regional di-
rectors and the office staff we are making head-
way every year, adding and improving trails. 

The battle for riding areas
and trails is made somewhat
easier due to the technology
in our modern snowmo-
biles. The anti-snowmobile
crowd can no longer use
the “noisy, smoky ma-
chines” argument to shut
us out. So on that note, if
you or any of your riding
buddies have noisy

pipes, please throw them out. Even one
noisy snowmobile out of a thousand that may
travel a particular trail destroys our credibility as
responsible snowmobilers.

This article started with a comment I read about
why in the world would anyone want to recreate
outside in the cold. The amazing success of
snowmobiling in general has proven these nay-
sayers very wrong. The ASA has 34 clubs across
Alberta that are working hard building and main-
taining over 6,000 kilometres of managed snow-
mobile trails for us, the snowmobiling commun-
ity. I would like to see the actual number of vol-
unteer hours that goes into our snowmobile sys-
tem every year, as I know it would be impressive.
I know that even the hours the ASA board mem-
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bers put into managing the
ASA business and working
with our member clubs is
enormous. All for an “out-in-
the-cold” recreation. Why?
Because we love it.

In closing, we were hon-
oured to have Mike We-
lykochy as a guest speaker at
the 2011 International Snow-
mobile Congress in Calgary
last June. Sadly, Mike passed
away on November 4, 2011. I
know that we will make him
proud as we continue to do
good work for the snowmobile
community in Alberta.

As an organization, the ASA has been very
busy through the last couple of months and since
the last issue of SnoRiders we find our time well
spoken for (including writing and editing for the
magazine!).

Sadly, we have been cancelling many riding
events over the last few weeks, but there is still a
lot going on. I remind everyone to check the
ASA calendar of events regularly for updates and
changes. Also please remember to post your club
events and rides. You will be surprised how
many sledders use the calendar to plan their rid-
ing weekends!

Our work in the office involves planning events
many months in advance and we are well under-
way with work on the annual snowmobile and
ATV show in October. Due to show space being
in strong demand, we actually have to book the
halls a few years in advance, to ensure we have
space. Our show manager, Peri, already has floor
plans starting to fill in and is already having to
make some changes as we have had many re-
newals from last year’s very successful show. I
use the word successful to describe the experi-
ence for exhibitors, show attendees and the ASA,
as it was very positive for all. For the ASA it is
always our opportunity to showcase the clubs
and our sport in Alberta. All
ASA clubs are offered the oppor-
tunity to attend the show. Those
who choose to take advantage of
this opportunity are rewarded
with increased exposure and the
ability to attract new volunteers.
It is a unique opportunity to
showcase your club to 20,000
like-minded individuals in a
three-day period. 

It is also a good opportunity for our exhibitors
to market to a huge number of sledders and off-
road riders and we work hard to make it a good
experience for them as well. As this show is the
main fundraiser for the ASA every year, we want
to make sure they come back next year and we
have been doing a very good job of growing our
show, while similar shows are declining. 

We are also planning our semi-annual general
meeting and Snowmobiling Excellence Awards
banquet for the same weekend again this coming
year (October 26, 27 & 28). At the last AGM, it
was mentioned that maybe a hotel would be a
better venue for the awards night so we are inves-
tigating that right now. I told you we plan far in
advance!

We are also in the middle of annual general

meeting planning for April 21 in Edmonton and
are just finishing with the hotel booking. Check
the website for details as they come in. 

If you were at the show in October, I hope you
noticed the increase in presence by the Canadian
Avalanche Centre, as well as the presentations by
Carol Savage and Lori Zacaruk. The ASA has
been working closely with the avalanche centre
over the last few years to bring this important in-
formation to sledders, especially those who head
to the mountains. I have been on SledCom since
its inception and plan on continuing to work to-
wards improved avalanche messaging to sled-
ders. 

The CAC Snowmobile Committee (SledCom)
was formed by the Canadian Avalanche Centre
in December 2009 in an effort to improve the di-
alogue between the CAC and representatives of
the snowmobiling community. The committee is
made up of 12 members from a wide variety of
snowmobile-related backgrounds, including my-
self, as executive director of the Alberta Snow-
mobile Association (ASA). 

What brings us, and you, together is a passion
for snowmobiling in the mountains. We also
share, as you should, a common goal of support-
ing the CAC in reversing preventable snowmo-

bile avalanche deaths. Our role
is to serve in a constructive and
proactive advisory role on is-
sues relating to snowmobile
outreach, training and educa-
tional initiatives. Skiers have
naturally had a relationship
with the CAC since its incep-
tion. Now we join them as
equal partners. 

Together over the past few
years, we have worked in the best interests of the
snowmobiling public by:

• developing a snowmobile stakeholder re-
source list for the CAC;

• offering recommendations for key safety mes-
sages to mountain sledders;

• building a future relationship between the
CAC, snowmobile manufacturers, the Canadian
Council of Snowmobile Organizations (CCSO)
and the International  Snowmobile Manufactur-
ers Association (ISMA);

• making recommendations on the design of av-
alanche awareness signage for snowmobilers on
major transportation corridors throughout B.C.
and Alberta;

• participating in the Newfoundland Lifesaving

Advance planning is key
EVENTS ARE PLANNED MONTHS—SOMETIMES YEARS—AHEAD
BY CHRIS BROOKES, Executive Director

▼ PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 25
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Society’s Sled Smart DVD
avalanche safety project;

• representing avalanche
safety at trade shows;

• bringing the many voices
of the various snowmobile as-
sociations of Alberta and B.C.
to the table with respect to 
avalanche safety, and

• making recommendations
for a CAC “10 Command-
ments of Snowmobiling” pres-
entation.

This sort of planning goes on
throughout the year through
regular conference calls and
group meetings at the CAC
annual meeting and the ASA
snowmobile show weekends.
We are all full-time employ-
ees elsewhere but do this work
for safer sledding. 

Even without a lot of snow
at time of writing, we are still
very busy and working hard to
keep your association moving
forward in a positive direction.
I can’t say enough about our
Safe Riders program with An-
drew and Lori, as they take
our school safety program
around the province. As
always, contact them or the
office to book a presentation.
Check the website for details. 

▼Cont’d. on pg. 27 sidebar
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Planning for safety is a big
part of our job, through the
Canadian Avalanche Centre,
our Safe Riders program and
several media blitzes during
the season. Listen for our
snowmobile safety messages
across Alberta radio networks
throughout February, as well
as print articles in local news-
papers. Getting the safety
message out is one of our key
mandates and we will contin-
ue to improve upon and grow
this. 

January also found me work-
ing on our three-year business
plan, strategic plan and budget
for the next fiscal year, which
begins July 1 every year. We
start this work in January and
refine it through the board at
our subsequent meetings. The
June meeting also sees new
board members getting intro-
duced to the business cycle. 

Our annual elections will be
held at the April AGM in Ed-
monton and our nomination
chair, Joel Wasnidge of Cal-
gary, is ready for any nomina-
tions, or questions surround-
ing the process. You can reach
Joel at wasnidge@shaw.ca.
We made a change to our by-
laws in 2010 and nominations
will no longer be accepted
from the floor during elec-
tions, so get your signed nomi-
nation forms into the ASA
office as soon as possible. 

The ASA office will circu-
late to the clubs a nomination
package and list of positions
that are open. We will also get
back to the clubs with a list of
who is running for which posi-
tion, well in advance of the
meeting, to keep everyone up
to date. Stay in touch with
your club president for all de-
tails. 

▼CHRIS BROOKES
Cont’d. from pg. 26 sidebar

For Safety’s 
Sake...never ride alone!

On November 4, 2011, a very important part of
the ASA history went to the archives with the
passing of Mike Welykochy, the founding presi-
dent of the Alberta Snowmobile Association. 

We got to know Mike a number of years ago
when he and my brother-in-law, Charley, pur-
chased some recreational land southwest of
Wildwood, Alberta. At Wildwood, Mike and
Ollie built a cabin and set up a base for hunting
and snowmobiling activities, as did Charley and
his wife.

After belonging to the ASA for a number of
years I discovered, after looking at the presi-
dent’s banner at the Mayfield ASA show, that
this same Mike was indeed the founding presi-
dent of this organization.

Mike and the founding board of directors did
all the organizing and government lobbying to
make the association a reality. I really didn’t get
to know this exceptional man until we began or-
ganizing the 2011 International Snowmobile
Congress (ISC) in Calgary in June of this year. 

We met with Mike and Ollie to get some infor-
mation on the origins of the association, which
was celebrating its 40th anniversary, and to ask

Closing a chapter
A TRIBUTE TO ASA FOUNDING PRESIDENT MIKE WELYKOCHY
BY GEORGE DEPUTAT, Director at Large

them to attend and perhaps give the ISC a brief
history of the ASA. They agreed.

Mike certainly knew all the trials and tribula-
tions of the organizing years. The founders trav-
elled throughout the province setting up clubs
and regions. This, of course, was all done at their
own time and expense. 

Mike also explained to us that when the ASA
first organized, they were able to ride in the
parks. He recalled how he and his family used to
ride right into Jasper from Hinton. He explained
to us that access was, and will always be, an issue
with this organized sport, but to understand that
all Crown land belongs to the people, not the
government or bureaucrats—they are simply
managing these lands for us.

Mike told me that in order to maintain access
we must be vigilant and constantly communicate
our concerns to the government.

So, as a tribute to Mike, let’s all support the
ASA’s efforts and help increase membership
numbers to have a larger, stronger voice in con-
trolling our own destiny.

Until next time, ride safe, ride sober and contin-
ue enjoying Alberta’s great outdoors.

The most fun season of the year is upon us and
it’s time to hit the trails and enjoy winter! I hope
that everyone has purchased their trail pass from
their club and is ready to ride. 

This is also the time of year that lots of work is
done on the trails, from checking them and
grooming them to the never-ending trail clearing.
It seems that we are getting some wicked winds
in Alberta this year and, of course, with the wind
down come the trees. With the trees down comes
firewood but it is the stage between the trees
being down on the trail to being in the wood bins
at the warm-up shelters where the work is re-
quired. It would be wonderful if every time that
we went out on the trails someone had a chain-
saw to buck up the downed trees and transport
them to a warm-up shelter instead of leaving it to
the few club volunteers. We all know the saying
“many hands make light work.” By helping out
at your local club it becomes snowmobilers help-
ing snowmobilers. And, remember, you can al-

ways bring a friend snowmobiling—think of how
much fun you can have playing and working to-
gether and, you never know, they may join the
club for the fun, too. So lend a hand and become
one of your club’s volunteers today.

This year, as last, Marty and I will be visiting
the clubs and attending the events with the Safe
Riders trailer, so if any club would like us to at-
tend their club event, rally, or whatever you have
planned for the 2011/12 snowmobile season,
please contact me at mriopel@mcsnet.ca or call
780-349-2122 and we will be more than happy to
come on out for a visit.

The Alberta Snowmobile Association is always
looking for ways to get more money to put into
the trails, and one way is working a casino every
18 months. Our casino date is May 6 and 7, 2012.
If anyone is able to volunteer to work at the casi-
no, please give me a call. 

We will see you on the trails—until then—ride
safe and ride sober!

Many hands make light work
CLEARING TRAILS OF DOWNED TREES IS AN ONGOING TASK
BY JANET RIOPEL, Vice-President
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Christie Sugden
joins ASA team

I am excited to have taken
on the new role as the program
and marketing co-ordinator for
the Alberta Snowmobile Asso-
ciation this season. 

As a graduate of the Bache-
lor of Management & Market-
ing program at Concordia
University, I am thrilled to
enter this role. I have taken on
many assignments throughout
university that have prepared
me for a marketing position;
some of these assignments in-
cluded developing marketing
plans and conducting market-
ing research. I believe that my
skill set and previous market-
ing experience will lead me to
success in this new role. 

I look forward to learning
more about the organized
snowmobiling community, as
well as developing and updat-
ing new promotional materials
for the association. 

Previous to my employment
with the ASA, I worked close-
ly with a business develop-
ment manager at a downtown
Edmonton law firm, planning
events and writing letters. I
believe that the knowledge
and skills acquired there will
assist me in my new position.

Also, having family in many
rural Alberta and B.C. towns,
I have spent lots of time in the
snowmobiling environment,
so I am excited to take part
and learn more about this or-
ganized winter sport, in order
to help my role as program
and marketing co-ordinator
grow. 

Call me at the office any-
time!

As a part of our 40th an-
niversary celebrations last
year, the ASA partnered with
our vintage snowmobile part-
ners, the Alberta Relic Riders,
to raffle off a fully restored,
1971 Ski-Doo TNT. 

The ASA was established in
1971 and we thought it would
be nice to tie in a restored sled
of similar vintage. Dwayne
Grant and the Relic Riders—
through their own time, efforts
and funds—sourced, acquired,
stripped and completely rebuilt
the 1971 TNT that was raffled
off at the snowmobile and
ATV show in October. 

We cannot say enough
about the hard work they put into this

project. We had the TNT on
display at the ISC in Calgary
last June and at the show in
Edmonton. Dwayne and com-
pany also took it to several
vintage shows last year, sell-
ing tickets everywhere they
went. The handiwork on the
sled was amazing. Several
enthusiasts noted that the
sled was in better shape
than when they came out. 

ASA executive director
Chris Brookes and Relic
R i d e r s    r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
Dwayne Grant are shown
presenting the cheque to
Ronald McDonald House ex-
ecutive director Martin
Dugas. 

Vintage sled project was a big hit

This seems to be the tune that everyone is
singing these days. If I remember correctly, back
in September the weather wizards were predict-
ing a very cold winter with lots of snow. For
those who hate winter, they have had several
months of easy going (other than the ice that is
everywhere.)

On the good side, this has made trail clearing
much easier than wading in crotch-deep snow in
the cold. It appears that all the clubs have been
putting in a lot of volunteer hours placing/replac-
ing signs and removing and trimming trees. The
Athabasca club told me that someone had re-
moved signs and posts on the far north trail.
Westlock had the same problem when they first
started building their trail system—someone
broke off the wooden posts and chucked them in
the bush. It would be great if we could catch
these people and have them appear in court

charged under the Highway Safety Act.
The mountain riders say there is lots of snow in

the riding areas and the riding is tough because
most of the snow hasn’t set up yet. Reports have
come in that Blue River, Valemount and Revel-
stoke have seven feet or more of snow in the rid-
ing areas. There were four avalanches over the
New Year’s weekend that have claimed lives.
With the poor snow conditions in most of Alber-
ta, everyone is taking advantage of the snow con-
ditions in the mountains, but should do so
carefully and with proper training.

The Pembina Drift Busters club out of West-
lock has taken on the task, for the fourth time, of
hosting the 2012 ASA Jamboree on February 3
and 4, snow permitting. A car rally may replace
the event if there isn’t enough snow. 

Remember to put the brain in gear before you
hit the throttle. Ride safe, ride sober.

Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow
BY LYLE BIRNIE, Northwest Zone Regional Director

Before shots of the 1971 Ski-Doo TNT, which was fully restored by the Alberta Relic Riders. The finished product is pictured below.
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I have been an avid snowmobiler since the late
1970s when my parents purchased a 1979
Kawasaki 440 Drifter for me. That was quite the
upgrade from our old Sno-Cruiser—in the sum-
mer, we would replace the skis with wheels and
venture down the cutlines.

I have lived in Fox Creek since 1980 and have
supported the Northland Sno-Goers throughout
the years. I recently stepped down as president to
become a director on the ASA board. This posi-
tion gives me an opportunity to learn the ropes of
this association. I am finding it very rewarding to
be a part of an organization whose mandate is to
promote Alberta’s snowmobile trail network, in-

cluding the border-to-border Trans-Canadian
Snowmobile Trail system.

In our area it has been difficult to get out on the
trails with our sleds due to the lack of snow this
season, and the over-abundance of rain. These
conditions are making an excellent base—now
we just need snow. The lack of snow has given
the groups an opportunity to work on the trails.
With it being so mild, please be cautious—watch
out for water hazards and icy conditions.

It would be nice if Mother Nature would co-op-
erate in granting us some snow in order for all of
the clubs to be able to host their rallies this sea-
son. I hope you have a safe snowmobile season.

New director learns the ropes
BY ARNIE MOSTOWICH, Director At Large
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The ASA is pleased to welcome
two new sponsors, SnowandMud.
com   and Choko Design.   Snowand-
Mud   has been Alberta’s go-to site
for all sled chatter and discussions
and we are pleased to welcome the

website as our newest corporate
sponsor. 

Choko Design is the market leader
in snowmobile and ATV wear and
we are very pleased to welcome
them back as sponsors. 

The ASA welcomes new sponsors

The Snow Angels have been around as a club
since 1971. We are one of the first snowmobile
clubs in the ASA. Our club started off, as many
did in those days, as a social club. Friends would
meet and go for a ride in the Josephburg area. 

As time went on the club grew and around 2000
the club decided to put an organized trail togeth-
er. This decision came after a trip to Saskatche-
wan when we saw what you could ride out there.
Since that time we have had our trail system up
and running. Time, landowner changes and in-
dustrial activity in the area have changed and
shortened the trail. We continue to sign and
maintain the trail in the Josephburg area. Our
trail staging area is right beside Elk Island
Sales—our local Polaris dealer. This dealership
was a major driver to build the trail in those years
and they still continue to support the trail and the
club today. Our staging area and our warmup
building are all on their land.

A few years ago the club was asked if they
wanted to help the Athabasca club with a section
of their trail. This trail is part of the Trans-Cana-
dian Snowmobile Trail and is the section from
Flatbush, Alberta, west to Coutts River. After
Coutts River the trail continues west to Swan
Hills. We have taken over this section of trail

now, which gave the Athabasca club a chance to
build more trails in their area. One of the reasons
for taking over this trail was so we could contin-
ue as a trail-building club if we were to lose ac-
cess to our trails in our home area.

Last season, with help from the Alberta Snow-
mobile Association trail funds, we purchased a
small drag to pull behind our work sled. With the
great snow last year we had a good grooming
program going and had groomed trails again.
This year we are hoping for another good year
but the snow isn’t coming at all. 

We have trail passes for sale in a number of lo-
cations: E&S Yamaha in Fort Saskatchewan,
ASE Arctic Cat in Sherwood Park, as well as
Sherwood Park Service. We sure hope that peo-
ple in the area will purchase a pass and support
snowmobiling in this area.

Our club is made up of members from Strath-
cona County, Sherwood Park, Edmonton and
Fort Saskatchewan. We try to have organized
rides locally and also in the mountains. We raise
funds for the local food bank and the Christmas
bureau.  

We hope this gives you some insight into our
club and we hope to see you out on our family-
friendly trail system.

Fort Saskatchewan Snow Angels
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President 
Darryl Copithorne • darryl@westech-auto.com

Past President
Patrick McGrath • fmcgrath@albertacom.com

Vice-President
Janet Riopel • mriopel@mcsnet.ca

Secretary
George Deputat • deputat@telusplanet.net

Mighty Peace Regional Director
Don Hodges • hodgesd@xplornet.com

Central Alberta Regional Director
Jesse Johnston • jessejohnston27@gmail.com

Northwest Regional Director
Lyle Birnie • ljbirnie@telus.net

Northeast Regional Director
Addam Saruk • asaruk@telus.net

Southern Alberta Regional Director
Vern Pedersen • skeeter05@shaw.ca

Director at Large
Arnie Mostowich • logerliz@telusplanet.net

ASA Office:
Executive Director: Chris Brookes
chrisbrookes@altasnowmobile.ab.ca
Marketing & Program Director: 
Christie Sugden • 780-427-2695
christie@altasnowmobile.ab.ca or
Information: info@altasnowmobile.ab.ca

Snowmobile clubs are an integral part of this popular
sport with activities including development of trail net-
works and staging areas, competitive events, trail rides,
picnic/bonfire rides, safety clinics, fundraising for chari-
ty, camping trips, search and rescue and maintenance
clinics. Club activities are often family oriented, so all
ages join in the fun and also the work to make the fun
possible. Check out the list of member clubs. Is your club
a member? The ASA can help you form a club if there
isn’t one in your area. Call us at our office (780) 427-
2695 or visit www. altasnowmobile. ab.ca.
Alberta Beach Snowmobile Club

Marlene Eckert, Box 329, Alberta Beach T0E 0A0 
780-924-3255 • Fax 780-924-3257
marlene@eckomarine.com 

Athabasca River Runners
Dave & Jean Bilsky, Box 1162, 
Athabasca, AB T9S 2A9 • 780-675-3229
bil3229@telus.net

Bassano Snowpunchers
Todd Schaffer, Box 148, Bassano, AB T0J 0B0
403-641-3799 • Fax 403-641-2682

Bonnyville Snowdusters
Glen Smith, Box 7675, Bonnyville, AB T9N 2H9
(H) 780-826-7119 • (C) 780-204-7024
g51smith@telus.net

Brazeau Snowmobile Club
Lorne Standish • lorne@lornessmallengine.ca

Calgary Snowmobile Club
Joel Wasnidge, 16 Big Spring Green,
Airdrie, AB T4A 1L2 • wasnidge@shaw.ca

Caroline Snowmobile Club
James Brady, 323 Coventry Close NE
Calgary, AB T3K 4C5
403-845-2461 • jdbrady@telusplanet.net

Cold Lake Snowmobile Club
Norman Rourke, 12 Millar Crescent,
Cold Lake, AB T9M 1E9
780-639-2755 • nrourke@telusplanet.net

Crow Snow Riders
Vern Pedersen, Box 732, Blairmore, AB T0K 0E0
403-564-4225 • skeeter05@shaw.ca
Karen Kersch • kkersch@telus.net

David Thompson SnowRiders
Roger Pillman 
3920 - 35A Ave., Red Deer, AB T4N 2S5
403-341-3524 • Fax 403-309-7358
lnrpillman@live.ca 

ASA CLUB MEMBERS

ASA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tri-County Snowmobile Club
Brian Beebe, 374 Twin Brooks Drive, 
Edmonton, AB T6J 6T2 • 780-437-4706
brianbeebe@shaw.ca

Vermilion Ridge Riders
Jim Zadorozny, 4602 - 48A Ave., Vermilion, AB
T9X 1E6 • 780-853-0914 • Fax 780-853-8497
jim.zadorozny@lakelandc.ab.ca

Watt Mountain Wanderers
Barry Andrews, Box 1634, High Level, AB T0H 1Z0
780-926-4783

Whitecourt Trailblazers
Ken Linford, Box 607, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N7
780-778-0043 • Fax 780-778-6025 
whitecourttrailblazers@hotmail.com

Agro Equipment Sales, Calgary
All Season Equipment, Sherwood Park
Argo, Stettler
Argyll Motorsports, Edmonton
Camrose Farm Equipment, Camrose
Cars RV, Marine & Motorsports Group, Leduc
C.C. Cycle, Westlock
Checker’d Flag Sports, Hanna
Chuck Motorsports, High River
Don’s Speed Parts, Wainwright
Echo Cycle & Power Products, Edmonton
Lac La Biche Sporting Goods, Lac La Biche
Medicine Hat Moto Sports, Medicine Hat
Northside Motorsports, Edson
Outlaw All Terrain, Vegreville
Performance Motorsports, St. Paul
Precision Powersports, Lethbridge
Ralph’s Arctic Cat Sales, Calgary
Red Deer Power Sports, Red Deer County
Rough N Tough Powersports, Lloydminster
T&T Powersports Ltd., Bonnyville
Top Gear Motorsports Inc., Drayton Valley
Tracker Marine Boat Center, Rocky View

Athabasca Outdoor Products, Athabasca
Baddock’s Power Products Ltd., Vermilion
Barrhead Motor Sport Ltd., Barrhead
BDEF Holdings Ltd., Buck Lake
Boisvert Power Products Ltd., St. Paul
Broker’s Marine & Sport Ltd., Camrose
Countryside Motor Sports Inc., Grande Prairie
Cross-Country Sales & Service, Sedgewick
Cycle Works Motorsports, Edmonton
Cycle Works West, Spruce Grove
Elk Island Sales, Fort Saskatchewan
Red Line Recreation, Fort Nelson
FSJ Hi-Performance Motor Sport, Fort St. John
Gaudin’s Honda, Beaverlodge
Hebert’s Motor Sports, High Prairie
Hi Line Farm Equipment Ltd., Wetaskiwin
Hyper Toys Inc., Dawson Creek
Motion Motor Sports, Bonnyville
Northstar Powersports Ltd., Edson
Peace River Chrysler Inc., Peace River
Quadra Truck, Fort McMurray
Tracks & Wheels Small Engine Repair,

Drayton Valley
Tuffline Power Sports Ltd., La Crete
Whitecap Motors, Slave Lake

A&E RV Sales & Service, Brooks
Camrose Motorsports, Camrose
Civic Tire, Westlock
Doug & Doug’s Honda & Ski-Doo, Lloydminster
Ecko Marine, Alberta Beach
Gibbons Motor Toys, Gibbons
Grassland Trailer & Ski-Doo, Grassland
Grizzly Ridge Honda, Slave Lake
Hi-Line Distributors, Valleyview

POLARIS DEALERS

ARCTIC CAT DEALERS

BRP DEALERS

Hillside Power Merchants, St. Paul
Martin Equipment Ltd., Edmonton
Mr. R’s Ltd., Milo
Power Merchants, St. Paul 
Raven Truck Accessories, Fort McMurray
Riverside Honda & Ski-Doo, St. Albert
Skyline Performance & Recreation, Edson
Stojan’s Power Sports, Sexsmith
Thomas Homes & RV Center (1997) Inc.,

Peace River
Trackside Sales & Service, Olds
Turple Bros. Ltd., Red Deer County
West Country Leisure, Buck Lake
Wetaskiwin Motorsports, Wetaskiwin
Willerton Ski-Doo & E-Z-Go Golf Cart,

Wainwright
Windsor Auto & RV, Grande Prairie
Wolverine Ford Mercury Sales Ltd., High Level

Alberta Cycle Motorsports Ltd., Edmonton
All Season Cycle, Brooks
Argyll Motor Sports, Edmonton
Beauchamp Alberta Marine & Auto Ltd., Nanton
Border City RV, Lloydminster
Camrose Cycle, Camrose
Central Sled & Cycle, Wetaskiwin
E&S Motorcycles Ltd., Redwater
Four Seasons Moto-Sports, Fort McMurray
Glenn’s Sports Line, Rocky Mountain House
Maximum Powersports Ltd., Peace River
Mountain’s Edge Cycle & Sled Ltd., Sundre
Mountainside Sales & Rentals Ltd., Edson
Northern Services (High Level) 1978 Ltd.,

High Level
O.J.’s Yamaha & Leisure Products, Wainwright
Parkland Cycle, Stony Plain
Precision Power Products, St. Paul
Pro-Am Motorcycles (1990) Ltd., Calgary
R. Johansen Sales Ltd., Ponoka
Red Deer Power Sports, Red Deer
Red-Line Power Craft Ltd., Grande Prairie
Riverside Yamaha-Suzuki, St. Albert
Rocky Mountain Yamaha, Pincher Creek
Romar Power Sports Inc., Stettler
Scanalta Power Sales Ltd., Hines Creek
Seitzco Motorsports, Okotoks
Slave Lake Yamaha, Slave Lake
Southland Power Sports, Medicine Hat
Stetson Motorsports, Drayton Valley
T&T Powersports Ltd., Bonnyville
Walt Healy Motorsports Inc., Calgary
Whitecourt Yamaha, Whitecourt
Yamaha Cycle Sales & Service, Lethbridge

49 North Lubricants
509 Inc.
Absolute Power
Adrenaline Junkies
AJ’s & the Worx
Alberta’s Iron Horse Trail
Alberta Transportation
All Season Equipment
Allan Dale Industries
Alpine Country Rentals
Alpine Motor Sport
Arctic Cat Inc.
Argyll Motor Sports
Avalanche Safety Solutions
Back Country Access
B.C.S.F.
Best Western Valemount Inn & Suites
Bighorn Meadows Resort
Birch Grove Chalet
Blue River Tourism Group

YAMAHA DEALERS

CORPORATE MEMBER LIST

contacts
Edson Snow Seekers

Norm Giroux, Box 5155, Edson, AB T7E 1T4
780-723-5236 • ngiroux@talisman-energy.com

Elk Point Trail Riders
Rusty Berg, Box 675, Elk Point, AB T0A 1A0
780-724-3442 • rusberg@telus.net

Fort Saskatchewan Snow Angels
Brad Hooks,101 Bremnar Dr., Unit 5
PO Box 37504, Sherwood Park, AB T8H 0M7
780-463-7668/780-445-9588
bhooks@shaw.ca

La Crete Polar Cats
Brent Holick, Box 1323, La Crete, AB T0H 2H0
780-657-2705 • brent.holick@ufa.com

Lakeland Breakers Outdoor Society
Alan Zaparnuik, 5001 - 47 Ave., 
Two Hills, AB T0B 4K0 • (H) 780-657-2485
(W) 780-657-2133 • (C) 780-603-0249

Lamont River Rats
Miles Melnyk, RR 1, Star, AB T0B 4E0
780-478-3597 • Fax 780-442-0864
miles.melnyk@edmonton.ca

McMurray Sno-Drifters
Real Chartrand, PO Box 30217,
300 - 19 Riedel Street, Fort McMurray, AB
T9H 0B8 • 780-743-0088 • real.c@shaw.ca

Northern Lights Snowmobile Club
Alan Breitkreitz, Box 4003, Barrhead, AB T7N 1A1
780-674-7770 • Fax 780-674-9612
bhdelec@telusplanet.net

Northland Sno-Goers
Harold Bellwood, Box 332, Fox Creek, AB T0H 1P0
780-622-3743 • Fax 780-622-3102
bare1@telusplanet.net

Olds Snowmobile Club
Lyle Statham, Box 17, Site 1, RR 4, 
Olds, AB  T4H 1T8 • 403-556-7297
Fax 403-556-4712 • Istatham@oldscollege.ca

Peace Valley  Snow Riders
Tim Legace
8333 - 101 Ave., Peace River, AB T8S 1N3
780-624-5249 • zal1@telus.net   

Pembina Drift Busters
Cliff Bromberger, Box 5861, 
Westlock, AB  T7P 2P6
780-674-5789 • Fax 780-305-1022
powerhound@live.com 

River Ridge Riders
Addam Saruk, Box 214, 
Myrnam, AB T0B 3K0 • 780-366-2506
Cell 780-210-0230 • sfl@telus.net
Dennis Maksymiuk, 
Box 215, Myrnam, AB T0B 3K1
780-290-2178 • Cell 780-210-0295
dmaksymiuk@mcsnet.ca • Fax 780-724-2211

Smoky Lake Trail Twisters
Vern Billey, Box 1004, Smoky Lake, AB T0A 3C0
780-656-4142 • dketsa@mcsnet.ca

St. Paul Trailblazers
Danny Smyl, 4410 - 45B Street, St. Paul, AB 
T0A 3A3 • 780-645-4414/780-645-3607
Fax 780-645-3564 • dsmyl@telusplanet.net

Swan City Snowmobile Club
Rick Bennett, Box 1332, 
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 4Z1
780-539-9277 • Fax 780-538-9272
Cell 780-897-0416 • rbennett60@hotmail.com

Swan Hills Snow Goers
Dwight Steenhart, Box 38, 
Swan Hills, AB T0G 2C0
sharoncallihoo_49@hotmail.com

Tail Creek Snowbirds
Scott Kruk, Box 362, Alix, AB T0C 0B0
403-747-2129 • Fax 403-340-4811
crwoods@telus.net

Trail Seekers Snowmobile Club
LeAnn Whaling, #31, 53522 RR 274, 
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3T1 • 780-962-1183
Fax 780-962-1183 • Cell 780-717-0924
leannwha@essentials.ab.ca
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Boondockers Snow Sports
B.R.P.
C3 Power Sports
Canadian Avalanche Centre
Candle Lake Golf Resort
Cars Motorsports
C.C.S.O.
Center Point Performance
Cheetah Factory Racing
CR Racing
CV-Tech AAB
District of Mackenzie
Don’s Speed Parts
Drayden Insurance
Echo Cycle
Factory Direct Deerskin Gloves
Fast ENT/Millennium Tech.
Flaman Group of Companies
Fort Saskatchewan Snow Angels
Globalstar Canada
Go Video Motorsports
Golden Triangle Consortium
Grassland Trailer Sales
Grizzly Lodge
Impact Coatings Inc.
Kootenay Rockies Tourism
Krazy Canadian Adventures
Martin Motor Sports (badges)
Martin Equipment/John Deere
McBride Big Country Snowmobile Association
McBride Mountain Sports
McCarthy Signs
Menz Toys
Motion Motorsports
Mountain Magic
Muck Boots 4 Sale
N.A.I.T.
Nashcar Trailers
P.J. Trailers
Polar Spas (Edmonton) Ltd.
Polaris
Powder Keg
Powder Lites Inc.
Powder Pete’s Recreational Products
(The) Powder Station
Power Cycle

Prairie Concessions
Quickie Tie-Down
Rapid Revolutions
Revolution Performance Group
Ripit ‘n Dipit
RND Customs
Rocky Mountain Xtreme
Ron Hodgson Pontiac Buick GMC
RPM Powersports/Trans Can Imports
Sable Resorts Inc.
Saskatchewan Snowmobile Association
Sledix Apparel Inc.
Sledshot Services
Snobunje Canada
SnowandMud.com
Snowmobile Better Boards
Snowmobile Hood Cleaner
Southgate Pontiac Buick
Specialty Sleds
Starting Line Products Inc.
Super 8 Valemount
T&T Power Sports Ltd.
T.B. Racing
Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association
Thunderstruck Films
Tourism Fernie
Trader Corporation
Trailseekers Snowmobile Club
Tri-County Snowmobile Club
Triple-M Motorsports
Twisted Turbos
U.T.V. Canada Inc.
V.A.R.D.A.
Wholesale Trailers of Alberta Ltd.
WOT Motorwear
X-Deck (Worldwide Imports)
Xtreme Power Products
Yamaha
Yorkton Group
Z-Broz Racing
Zac’s Tracs

The ASA is dedicated to the preservation and promotion of
safe, responsible recreational snowmobiling in Alberta.

A valid ASA trail pass is required to ride on the ASA snowmobile
trail network and is available from your local club representatives
or through the ASA. You can also purchase them at specific retail
snowmobile dealerships situated near the trail network.

Visit our website to find contact information for ASA clubs in
your area, to learn about the benefits of membership and how to
become an Alberta Snowmobile Association member.

www.altasnowmobile.ab.ca • Phone 780.427.2695

Buy where you ride!
Contact your local snowmobile club.

$60 prior to January 1; $70 after January 1, 2012

Memberships now due!

SPONSORS
Sure-Rider Snowmobile

Insurance Program
Trail permit riders are eligible for:

• Group Rates
• Limited Waiver of

Depreciation Available
• Loss of Use

Toll Free: 1-800-463-2300
Edmonton: 780-482-6300

Official Insurance Broker of the ASA
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Supporting Tracks
on the Snow
The ASA has many partners/
sponsors that support the over-
all goals and objectives of the
association and assist in deliv-
ering many of our important
programs and services. The
sponsorship program has been
developed to provide informa-
tion outlining the opportunities
for sponsors and partners to as-
sist us in our mission and duly
recognize the sponsors for their
efforts.

Sponsors 2011 - 2012
Platinum Sponsor
Alberta Sport, Recreation,

Parks & Wildlife Foundation
Power Merchants
Southgate Pontiac Buick GMC

Gold Sponsor
Drayden Insurance Ltd. &

Intacts Insurance
International Snowmobile

Manufacturers Association
Wells Cargo
Wholesale Trailers

Silver Sponsor
Athabasca Outdoor Products
Burger Bar
Capri Insurance
Glacier House Resort
Globalstar Canada
Portage College
Prinoth Inc.
Quadra Truck Services
SnoRiders magazine

Bronze Sponsor
American Income Life Insurance
ATV World
Back Country Access
Choko Design
Cycle Works
Elk Island Sales
Ecko Marine Ltd.
Gibbons Motor Toys
SnowandMud.com
Terracana Ranch Resort

The Alberta Snowmobile
Association further thanks
our Sled Smart partners:
Alberta Transportation
RCMP
Alberta Centre for Injury Control

and Research
International Snowmobile

Manufacturers Association
Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks

& Wildlife Foundation

Ride safe,
ride sober...sled smart!

Clarity 
Conferencing Inc. 

The CCSO would like to thank our
sponsors for the 2011/2012 season . . .

Coast to Coast by Dennis Burns

Dennis Burns

Please support businesses that support the CCSO—the national voice
of organized snowmobiling!

February is National Snowmobiling Environ-
ment Month and the Canadian Council of Snow-
mobile Organizations (CCSO) celebrates quieter
snowmobiling and advocates strong enforcement
of existing laws against muffler modification for
snowmobiles.

Powered by cleaner-burning, advanced four-
stroke and next generation two-stroke engines,
today’s snowmobiles help keep nature beautiful
by operating with significantly reduced sound
levels. Many commonplace items such as car
horns, snowblowers, lawn mowers, chainsaws,
leaf blowers and vacuum cleaners are rated at 80
decibels (A) or more. Remember that, according
to legislated approval levels for a stock snowmo-
bile, operated in the most extreme conditions at
wide-open throttle, the sound level must not ex-
ceed 78 decibels (plus or minus 2).

Zero Alcohol - Your Smart Choice: Organ-
ized snowmobiling advocates that every snow-
mobiler take the personal responsibility of
choosing to ride impairment free. By making the
Smart Choice all participants can choose not to
have any impairments prior to going snowmobil-
ing or during any ride.

Make the Smart Choice in other areas of your

decision making as well—reduce your speed at
night or at times of poor visibility and always re-
member to stay to the right side of the trail as
there are no centre lines marked in the snow.

The CCSO is very pleased to bring you this
message in partnership with Victory Resources
and Sierra Iron Ore corporations—both are
growth-focused mineral exploration companies.

Take a Friend Snowmobiling Week was held
the week of February 11 to 20, 2012. This special
week encouraged all of us to take our non-snow-
mobiling friends out snowmobiling. We have
heard many stories about how much fun it was to
take people snowmobiling for the first time, and
many of us have a lot of non-snowmobiling
friends to take snowmobiling. 

A record number of teams are expected to par-
ticipate in the SAE 2012 Snowmobile Chal-
lenge, sponsored by the snowmobile manu-
facturers along with other supporting businesses,
set for March 5 to 10, 2012, at Michigan Techno-
logical University.

More information is available from the Society
of Automotive Engineers, the Michigan Tech
Clan Snowmobile Challenge site and the Ke-
weenaw Research Center (www.mtukrc.org/).

Make smart choices this season
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